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       There are special people in our lives who never leave us….. 

    Even after they’re gone 

     D. Morgan 
 

 

April 23, 1948 – April 6, 2024 

       

 

In loving memory of Bruce Allen Shumway, 75, of Elkhart, IN, beloved husband, father, grandfather, 

and great-grandfather, who passed away peacefully in Elkhart General Hospital after a sudden illness on 

Saturday, April 6, 2024, leaving behind a legacy of love, laughter, and cherished memories. 

Bruce lived a life filled with passion, dedication, and an unwavering commitment to his country. Born 

on April 23, 1948 in Denver, CO to Imogene (LeMasters) and was then adopted by William “Bill” 

Shumway, he moved as a one-year old to Indiana where he built his life. Bruce shared 39 years with his 

devoted wife, Billie Jo (Vance) Shumway creating a bond complete with love, friendship and unwavering 

support. Together, they had a relationship filled with warmth, laughter, and cherished moments that will 

forever hold a special place in their hearts. Bruce found solace in the simple joys of life, spending 

countless hours sitting around ampfires in Coldwater, MI engaged in conversations with the many friends 



 

 

he made over the years and casting his line into the tranquil water while fishing or getting ice cream at 

their favorite place. His love for engaging conversations knew no bounds, and he could often be found 

sharing stories and laughter with friends and family. Bruce spent his life dedicated to two professions 

that defined him: operating engineer and over the road truck driver. Whether he was behind the wheel of 

a massive rig or maneuvering heavy machinery, Bruce could liven up the day with his gift of gab, stories, 

anecdotes and quick wit. His love of conversation knew no end, and he cherished every opportunity to 

connect with others and share his experiences. Music was a constant companion, and he found great joy 

strumming his guitar to soulful ballads and upbeat tunes. Bruce found excitement in the vibrant lights 

and bustling atmosphere of Las Vegas casinos and risking a small bet on his favorite team, the Dallas 

Cowboys. His enthusiasm for games of chance and lively evenings out added an extra sparkle to his life, 

leaving him with countless tales of unforgettable experiences. In service to his country, Bruce bravely 

served in the Army with Dustoff 236, 44th Medical Brigade during the Vietnam War, demonstrating 

unwavering courage and selflessness in the face of adversity. His dedication to his fellow soldiers and to 

the ideals of freedom and justice will always be remembered with gratitude and respect. For his heroism 

and bravery during his service, he received Distinguished Flying Cross and Air Medal with First Oak 

Leaf Cluster with “V” device. 

Bruce is survived by his wife, Billie Jo (Vance), his sons Todd Shumway, Indianapolis, IN, Caleb 

(Carmen) Shumway, Indianapolis, IN, daughters, Vivian, Indianapolis, IN, Evie Shumway, Indianapolis, 

IN, Stepchildren Kimberly (Tom) Anglemire, Granger, IN, Branton (Alice) Adams, Colorado Springs, 

CO, Brenda Newcomer (Patrick), Woodland Park, CO, Linda Keller (Mike Keller), Huron, OH. 

Numerous grandchildren and great grandchildren, his brother, Ivan “Rick” Wyant, Jr., Indianapolis, IN. 

And many nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by a son, Bruce Jr., stepson, William David 

Adams, Jr., his parents, Imogene Marie (LeMasters) and William “Bill” Albert Shumway, and a sister, 

Sandra Lee (Wyant) Cloyd, sister-in-law, Charlotte “Charlie” Wyant, brother-in-law, Paul Cloyd. 
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